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Liberty of Conſcience 
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in what things they all , and what s peculiar to 
—- thangs agree any 

There are but Four National Chriſtian Churches in 
Chriſtendom , the Greek Church, whereof the Muſcovitiſh 
is only in Chriſtendom , the Roman Church, the Church 
that holds the Auguſtan Confeſhon, which name them- 
ſelves the Evangelick Church, and arc commonly called 
Lutherans, and Reformed Church. Theſe rwo laſt arc 
the National Churches of divers Kingdoms and Secares, 
which are not uniced, but have ſeveral Conteflinns, wherein 
are intermixed the Form of Government, Ceremonies, and 
Diſcipline, but Conteftions of Faith are only Matters of 
Faith and doctrinal, different from theic ; and hardly will 
any man be fo peremptory as to ſay, that the Form of Go- 
vernment or Diſcipline, or Ceremonies, are to be aflcrted, 
as cither tro be of Divine Right, or to be agrinſt the ſame, 
but that it is ſufficient for Paſtors, much more for 
to live under them, though not to approve them tu 
than that they are Eccleſiaſtical Conſticutions The Az 
baptifts, Armimuans, Familifts, Quakers, or the Secrmians, have 
never been fo far favoured by Divine Providence as to be- 
come National Churches. 

Theſe National Churches have their peculiar Dodtrines 
which are not Catholick, wherein the Church of Reme 
exceeds all ochers, yet are they fo impudent” as to L 
that they have only the Catholick Doctrine, yea, that they 
are the only Church wherein Salvation can be found. The 
Greek Church hath allo a multitude of peculiar Dodtrines ; 
And the Latberans have too many, but far fewer than &- 
ther of theſe, and ſuch as are not inconſiſtent wich Faich 
and good Manners , which, therefore ſhould no: exclude 
them from communion of the Reformed, chough they ex- 
clude them. They hold Conſubſtantiation,but without Ado- 
ration, and therefore it is but a contemplative Error, as is 
their Opinion of Univerſal Grace purchaſed by Chriſt coall 
by their Birth or Baptiſm. The Church of England in their 
Liturgy profefles not to doubt that all that are ized, are 
truly regenerated, which were better forborn, becauſe it is 
dubious, capable of ewo i ions, for it all be caken 
colleQively, it is neither a ick Dodrine, nor true, but 
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and in the padgmene of charicy, 
thac there is no particular perſon 
whom know to be lawfully baptized whom inthe 
do not believe to be 
are of all others the moſt truly Ca- 
tholick and Orthodox, for there is no Dodtrine they hold 
concerning Faith and Holinels, which is not held by all Na- 
tional Chriſtian Churches, wich whom they differ in re- 
fſuling to believe the peculiar Doctrines which an them 
do projets, and is rezeed by others, which is evident as to 
the Churches of the Au fan Confeſhon, and acknowled. 
ged by the fober and judicious of both ſides, though, many 
be extremely rigid, in denying communion cothele, 
A believe not their peculiar Doctrines to be true. much lefs 
to be believed for attaining Salvation, fecing 
were not heard of in the Church for many hundred 


prehenſion, and of admiſſion to, and excluſion from the Com- 
of the Church, and of the Miniſtry of it, then were 
calie to hold the Union of the Faith in the Bond of Peace 
among the Re ok 
Churches, though « peculiar 
i neceſſary to be belleved 
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Seeing theſe Confſefſions ought to be the Rule, how an- 
neceſſary, yea how hartfol muſt je be to require the 
bation of any, of che different Forms of Governmene 
Church, or of the different ways of exerciſing diſcipline, 
even by theſe chat are free to i to them and live under 
them, they do not approve them as the belt way, or 
warranted by Divine Inftitution immediately, or by a power 


the Church, as all Societics may and muſt derermine circum- 
ibit what is undecent or diſorderly , as being 
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holy Scripeure as neceſſary tofalv2tion ; and if they ſhould, rhe 
Charch may juſtly reje& chem as nor being Chriſtians, neither 
can the Miniſters of the Church pleatLiberry of Confcience in 
being a Miniſter of the Church, and yer retutc to reach the Ca- 
tholick Dodtrine held by all National Chriftian Churches, 2nd 
if ſhould, they may be juſtly rejected, or rejeted irom the 
Mi of the Church; as beingunfit wo teach or rule a Chri 
ſtian Congregation, which yet will not exclade them from the 
communicn of the Church as Members of the Flack, it hey 
hold theſe things that are neceflary for falvation. 

And on the other part, if the Church impoſe more, Li- 
berry of Conſcience may juſtly be pleaded, not only becauſe 
Liberty requires no other proot than that there is no ſufficienc 
proof for any contrary command, but more particularly and 
Clearly it hach Chriſts _ warrant, ſaying, fend iff there- 
fore in the liberty wherews oy barb _ you free, be not 

am mangled m the yoak of e, which certainly will not 
os need oo che fark Yeok of Bondage, but © any oder 
Yoak that Chriſt hath not impoſed. 

Liberty of Conſcience, as it relates to civil authoriry, is quice 
another matter, than the Liberty ro be with the 
Church, which hath noching to do bur wich chat are Chri- 
ſtians, nor can govern any bur theſe of their own Church ; bur 
as to civil authority, the queſtion muſt be, what by the dury of 
their Office they are obliged to do in relation co Religion, and . 
conſequently what may be pleaded with them for liberry of 
Conſcience in Religion, not only by Chriſtians of a National 
Church, but even by other Chrittiars, and theſe who are noc 
Chriſtians, for all Mankind have 4 natural Conſcience, which 
pe os RD boch to dire and 
correct t in their duty troGod and Man, and none but God 
can oblige their Conſcience, and conlequently their Practice 
according to their Conſcience, but in fo far as they can convince 
= from Divine Principles in their minds by reafon or reve- 

It is a horrid Atheiſtical evaſion to lay, that the Conſtience 
is free and fubje& to none, but God ; as all chow are free, 
becauſe no creature can know them, bur the and pra- 
Rice arc not free ; and this pretence, that God having made 
REY Off 1 mance iD SUD SOS that he is not able to 
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bear the execrable inventions of men by lingring torture, 
he could bear death, whescof there are lo inQumerable 
of the late Perſecution of the Protefaxts in Fraxce and Piet, 
which overcome the power of Nature, and has made multitudes 
abjure their Religion and protels the contrary Superftition, both 
—_ againſt the light of their Conicience. This pretence is 
utterly inconkſtent with the molt cerrible chreatning that ever 
was uſed by Chriſt the Prince of Peacs. Hhyſorver denieth me 
brfore men, him will I deny before wy Fatbor who i in braven. It 
doth alſo encrcach upon the Wildom, Juſtice, and Goodnebs of 
God, who is alway: able to ſupport thele that truſt in him, un- 
der the ſevereſt tufferings that ever he doth permic, whereof 
he hath given iful experiences, even in thele cruel Perſecu- 
tions, in which Death was lought for as hid creature, but was 
refuſed, but, which is more, he has made Martyrs fing in the 
midſt of conſuming flames. 

The imart of perſecution hath fer mens wit a work to lay 
grounds tor eviting it; and therefore fome do deny all power 
of civil Sovreraigns to conſtrain or puniſh upon account of Re- 
ligion, their Commiſhon being only as to Ri incls berween 
tice cad diag, and Sdbctery of cvary Upon which 
ground, Atheiſm, Blaſphemy, and Contempt of God, ſhould be 
no puniſhable Crimes, which would extinguiſh the cleareſt light 
of Nature, as well as of Revelation, and ſuppole God to have 
provided no Law in relation to himlelt. 

Others make the Rule and Meaſure of Civil Authority to be 
only che Light and Law of Nature , but not to to in- 
ſticured revealed Religion, and therefore can compel or 
pon none, but ctheſc that violate the clear light of Nature; 

t this pretence is likewiſe groundlels, for the light of Nature 
doth not oblige as, or becaule ir is the light of Nature, chat is, 
becauſe it's known by inbred or natural Principles, or becauſe 
it is ſuitable to the Nature of Man, but as it us and manifeſts 
the Command of God, who writes it on Man's heart. There- 
lore where ever the Command of God doth appear, his Vice- 
gerents are obliged no leſs to promote it than the light of Na- 
ture, in fo far as they. and their Subjefts acknowledged Divine 
Principles known by revelation by them both, in fo lar as con- 
cera the outward man, which is the only obye of Civil Power 
for the common intereſt of Mankind, which is its chief de- 
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ſigh, doth not admic that the civil powers ſhould inquire into 
ey thoughts of men, and therefore thay are nas 
to diſcover thele things that may take away their Life or Fame, 
unlefs they be otherways proven, or other proof be ready to 
them. And theretore Foſhus did not abjure Achen to con- 
his crime, before it was proven by the Loe ordained by 
God ; forthen only it became a gloritying of God, not only to 
confeſs the fault, bur to ſhew the rruch of &, 1n bringing forth 
the Babyleniſh Garment and the Wedge of Gold hid in his Ten. 

Others hold, that che Civil Powers have no Warrant to pro- 
ceed againſt the Church or ics Members, without an anti- 
perth bes of che Church, which is owned by the Church 
of Rome, and hath been a majn occaſion-of the congregaciand) 
way of independent or inſubordinate Congregations, acknow- 
ledging no other Church- Authority, but what 1s in a ſingle Con- 
greganion, which can meet and Mar the Word of God 
ther acknowledging no Superior Church-Apthoricy. Yer Chrilt's 
Commilhog was not to the "gpl, but co the Apoſtles and their 
Succelſſors in Otfice, not feverally, anly in relation to their pac- 
ticular Congregations, but allo jointly ; the Spirits of the Bee 

are fubzet to the Frophets, for God is not the God of 
fuſion, but of Order ; which reaſon clears,that the ſubyection 
is not only in relation to the extraordinary gilt of Proptelying. 
Yet that error doth not exclude jrom Ghurch- communion,” þe- 
canſe it concerns only Government. Thele gathered Congre- 
gations are orfinarily good men, but the conlequence at ©: 
way is exceeding bad ; tor if it hould prevail, jt would no only 
conGſt of the. plows, but all others that retain the pane of Chris 
ſlians, Would Tet up,fuch ocher Churches, whereinchers we 
bs paring but outward formalicy at beſt, and fuch People, luc 

ieſts, wanting the good cxample af the pious pick: our in the 
fiſt Congregations. 

There is another Error, which. hath been the chief caulc of 
Diieulation or Perſecution, that Soveraign Powers beiag Chvi- 
ſtian, owning and eſtabliſhing a Nacignal Ghurclt, ought zo conn 
nel all their Subjects t hear Inſtron, and aticr 4 competent 
time, to conform their Profeiſion to the Church, or to be repu- 
&d as obſtinacte, and to be puniſhed until they Go. cantorm. 
Thus the Church of Rome excited all Princry of their communion 
to. compel Jews and Turks a Chriſtians, and chem and 
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no more than what they judge requiſke, although Civil Reme- 
dics fellow Eccleſiaſtick Cenfures of coarſe, p* y to 
hear the Complaints of Partics, in order to their Civil Penal- 


ries, and r whether the Church has according 
to its Rules and) Canons, and if nor, to their concourte, 
yet ovghe they not to hinder their Eccleſiuftick Cenfures to have 
cheir intrinſick and proper effec, for thar & a part of the liberry 


of the Church. 

Civil Soveraigns are thes Guardians, Nurſing Farhers of che 
Church, and Mruwnm wir ies, Overſeers of the Church, as 
their own Civil Remedics, which are exrrinſick tw the Church ; 
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the former Priviledges. They may alſo call confulrarive Morr- 
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for they may Alinifters judgment willing to ſerve 

Neither have :Leſe of the Riman Communion any reaſon to 
think they ace hardly deak with, when they conſider their cruel 
perkecutions againſt Proceffancs, ptr 
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